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ance of design connects them with the acknowledged
works of a Creator, who is in the natural world
chiefly known to us by the presence of final causes,
so, again, a plan conducted as this was, through a
series of ages, evinces not the varying will of suc-
cessive individuals, but the steady and sustaining
purpose of one Sovereign Mind. And this remark
especially applies to the coincidence of views observ-
able between the Old and New Testament; the latter
of which, though written after a long interval of silence,
the breaking up of the former system, a revolution in
religious discipline, and the introduction of Oriental
tenets into the popular Theology, still unhesitatingly
takes up and maintains the ancient principles of
miraculous interposition.

An additional recprrimendation of the Scripture
Miracles is their appositeness to the times and places
in which they were wrought; as, for instance, in the
case of the plagues of Egypt, which, it has been
shown,? were directed against the prevalent supersti-
tions of that country. Their originality, beauty, and
immediate utility, are further properties falling in with
our conceptions of Divine agency. In their general
character we discover nothing indecorous, light, or
ridiculous ; they are grave, simple, - unambiguous,
majestic. Many of them, especially those of the later.
Dispensation, are remarkable for their benevolent and
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